Jovis, 11* die Pebruarij, 1779. 
ORDERED, 


HAT the Thanks of- this Houſe be given to the 

Reverend Dr. Stintong, f r the Sermon by him 
preached Veſterday before chi Houſe, at St. Margaret's, 
Weſtminſter, and that he be defired to print the ſame; 5 and 
that the Lox p Nox TEHñ, Mr. CHARLESG TowNnsHEND, 
and Mx. GRaves, do acquaint him therewith. 


% N AAUP HAT s E L L., 
Cl. Dam. Com. 


SER MON 


Preached before the Hon OUR ABLE 


HOUSE of 2 


AT 


$T. Peale WESTMINSTER, 
o * 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1779: 
Being the Day appointed, by His MAREST 's Proclamation, 
„ 


GENERAL FAST 


GEORGE STIN TON, D. D. F. R. S. and S. A. / 


CHANCELLOR OF THE CHURCH OF LINCOLN 
AND PREBENDARY OF PETERBOROUGH, 


ng LONDON: 
| Printed for T. Paynz and Son, at the Mews-Gate. 
np Sold alſo by J. F. and C. RivixeTon, in St. Paul's Church-yard: 
J. Dopsrzr, in Pall-Mall; B. Warre, in Fleet-ſtreet; T. CanzTt, in 
the Strand; and J. Roßsox, New Bond- ſtreet. 


M. Dcc. Lxxix. 
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1 Ep. PB Fo. 17. 


FEAR GOD: HONOUR THE KING. 


LY 


'N theſe few words are contained the leading and 
fundamental principles, which are to regulate the 


conduct of men in their religious and civil capa- 
city. To thoſe who really wiſh to diſcharge their duty, 
maxims thus general and comprehenſive, being eaſily 
recollected and perpetually recurring, are fitted to be of 
conſiderable uſe, by bindering them from deviating at 
all from the right path, or by calling them back to it 
early. Even ſuch as are accuſtomed to follow no rule 
but preſent impulſe, muſt needs be checked in their ca- 
reer, when the ſtation which they ought to have kept, 
is thus incidentally preſented to their view in a ſtriking | 
light; and they cannot but obſerve to what an alarm- 
5 ing 


ing diſtance their departure from it has gradually 


happy facility of effacing them is ſoon acquired: but 


within every boſom ; and it is perfectly credible, that 


[6] 


amounted. 


Sven impreſſions may indeed be effaced, and an un- b 
ſtill it is of ſome advantage to have the mind affected, 4 
though but tranſiently, by religious and moral motives. 
The evidence of fact is obtained for the exiſtence of 
principles, entirely different in kind from appetite and 5 
paſſion. They cannot be felt at all without a conſci- 
ouſneſs of their being the ſuperior part of our compo- 
ſition, and formed for authority and command. They 
naturally excite an apprehenſion, that our chief intereſt 
may depend upon allowing them their inherent claim to 
be the ſupreme guides of our conduct: fince they may 
prove in event to be promulgations of the Divine Law 


the whole plan of the Divine adminiſtration, as it re- 
lates to moral and accountable agents, being neceſſarily 
confiſtent with itfelf, may be contrived to enforce theſe 
internal admonitions. 


Tux ſublime and affecting views which are opened 
by 


FFI 

by ſuch a train of thought, are too many to be diſtinly 
enlarged on; nor will their efficacy, it is hoped, be 
the leſs for being only ſuggeſted and hinted at. The 
moſt important circumſtance is, their calling the mind 
home to ſurvey its own ſtructure, and the correſponding 
courſe of Providence; to conſider what is man, and 
whereto ſerveth he, what 1s his good, and what 1s his evil, 
(Ecclus xviii. 8.) 5 


Ir cannot be enough lamented, that an enquiry ſo 
evidently beneficial, is ſo ſeldom and ſo ſuperficially 
made. However, there are events in the lives of indi- 
viduals, which almoſt compel every one to begin it, and 
lay the foundation in many for uniform virtue. It 
muſt be owned, that there are alſo ſituations peculiarly 
unfavourable to ſerious thought and reflection; and the 
character of nations is obſerved to be affected by the 
ſame cauſes with that of private perſons. There is in- 
deed no neceſſary connection between outward circum- 
ſtances, and the inward diſpoſitions of the mind; but 
the fact is, that haughtineſs, ſenſuality, and inconſide- 
rateneſs, with that brutal callouſneſs of temper, which 
neither feareth God, ner regardeth man, are by far the 

10. more 


* 8 8 n 
4 


. 
more general concomitants of proſperous than adverſe 
fortune. It is in times of difficulty, danger, and diſ- 


treſs, that men are moſt open to impreſſions of humi- 


lity, moderation, and piety. 


IT would perhaps be invidious, and it is ſurely un- 
neceſſary, to enlarge upon the proofs which this Nation 
has given of the truth of the former remark. The bleſ- 
ſings which God has beſtowed upon us, have been 
equally conſpicuous with our abuſe of them. Wealth 
perverted to diſſoluteneſs and inſolence ; liberty to li- 
centiouſneſs and faction; religion to infidelity and pro- 
faneneſs : theſe have been the principal features of our 
public character. There is nothing in it which we 


ourſelves can review with pleaſure ; and we do not find 


it has conciliated to us the eſteem of others, or the ap- 
probation of God. We have felt the conſequences 
ſeverely in a variety of bitter effects; and, be our future 


circumſtances what they will, we are now loudly called 


upon, to confider our ways and be wiſe. 


| To prognoſticate ill to one's country has been ſome- 
times conſtrued into a ſymptom of wiſhing it. It 
ſhould 


- — —u— 2 — — 


£3 3 


ſhould certainly be far from us to do it. unneceſſarily, 
eſpecially when ſome of the advantages which we en- 
joy, appear, as far as human foreſight can extend, to be 
ſecure and permanent. Our liberty has been enlarged 
and improved under the gracious influences of a good 
Prince: our national profeſſion of religion has hitherto 
remained unſullied: and both are in a likelier way to be 
: refined and perfected, than corrupted or impaired, But 
our ſituation in other reſpects is full of hazard. I fay 
| nothing. of our domeſtic feuds, becauſe their malignity 


is probably concealed, under ſome veil or other, from 


the view of thoſe who are engaged in them; and, be- 
cauſe this place ſhould be facred from topics, upon 


which thoſe who wiſh well to the public can poſſibly 
think differently. But deep apprehenſions muſt ariſe 
from our being engaged in the bittereſt of all conteſts, 
a war with our brethren and fellow-ſubje&s : occa- 
ſioned at firſt by differences of opinion about the mea- 
ſures of ſubmiſſion, and the rights of ſupremacy ; but 
carried on, by our opponents, with a ſpirit of unuſual 
rancour ; of late envenomed afreſh by an union of 
arms and counſels with the ancient enemies of our 
name; and not unlikely to terminate, if a merciful 
B Providence 


F > 


Providence does not interpoſe i in our behalf, in à total 


oppoſition of intereſts, and an incurable alienation of 
affection. It is not my province to divell on the dark 
fide of the proſpect, or to trace minutely the calami- 
ties that may ariſe from unproſperous events, or new 


enemies. I would only obſerve, that war is a ſolemn 
appeal to the juſtice of God; and therefore, not to be 


made by a ſinful people, however firmly they may be 


perſuaded of the goodneſs of their cauſe, without fear 
i" and trembling. At beſt, it is always attended w wi 
| circumſtances that are ſhocking to humanity; but it is 
5 alſo an inſtrument which Providence frequently employs 
to inflict its moſt exemplary vengeance 1 upon the guilty 
- inhabitants of the world; and therefore a Juſt _— 
| | of the greateſt terror, 
| To conkider it in this view, muſt ſurely tend to dif- 
| fuſe among us a general temper of penitence and de- 
| | | votion, and contribute much to make us fit objecls of 
| | whatever mercies may yet be r eſerved by Heaven for a 
|| | hitherto favoured people. We aſcribe no efficacy to 
| | mere outward. ſolemnities. We are ſenſible that no 
5 | importunities e can prevail upon the Almighty to protect 
1 2 iniquity: 


2 CCC 
an +, > 2 8 +, 3 2 
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inquity : but an Fectual fervent prayer availeth much, 
both in changing the heart of man, and in obtaining 
mercy from G. The imagination cannot Faint to it- 
Nane at t the fame hour, and falling profirate before 
Almighty God ; imploring forgiveneſs of their ſins, 
deprecating the judgements they have deſerved, forming 


©#%YT A 


reſolutions of future amendment, and foliciting the re- 


ſtoration and continuance of general peace and proſpe- 
rity. The Father of. mercies muſt needs look with an 
eye of compaſſion upon, his children thus humbled be- 
fore him; and, for the ſake of. that Redeemer who died 


oy 
.to obtain their pardon, and continually intercedes in 


n 


their behalf, afford them the tendereſt tokens of his re- 


ln x - 8 Vt -4 


turning love. 


. OuR, enemies . profeſs . alſo to be impreſſed with t the 
fame, ſentimepts, ,and are not unmindful of practiſing 


_.the ſame duties. The more they are in earneſt, the 


more muſt their hearts. be. ſpfrened, and the borrors of 
A J 1 


War alleviated:, the more : muſt they be diſpoſed to for- 


Clic er 


_ former animoſities, a and ruſh ik the arms chat are 
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Auger 


B 2 | of 


open tq receiye them: che more, will they be aſhamed 


1 | 
k 
| | 73 of having entered into an unnatural and unſafe alliance, 
I in order to extort abſurd, impracticable conceſſions; and 
the more readineſs will they ſhew to accept, with grati- 
tude, the reaſonable, the unexceptionable propoſals which 
Il | have been made them for laſting re-union and peace. 
[nl Bur the conduct of others is not our immediate 
| concern. To their own maſter they fland or fall. Our 
duty is plain and obvious. Perſonal amendment muſt 
is be the beginning of general reformation. | It is our 
| | vn FO intereſt, by anticipating the ſevere leſſons of adverſity, 
| to hnow the things which belong to our peace, before they 
|| 1 are bid from our eyes, and to cultivate in our breaſts, he 
l| Fear of God, as the great principle of our conduct. 


CoNSIDERABLE as the temporary objects may ſeem, 
which neceſſarily engage much of our attention, and 
are too apt to engage it entirely; the moſt important 
circumſtance of our ſituation here is its being a ſtate 
of trial and probation. We are placed in it, that we 
may cultivate our moral nature, give proper evidence-of 
our having improved or neglected it, and then be re- 

| moved to a place of eternal retribution. Our whole 


intereſt 
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intereſt is in the hands of a Supreme Being, our Al. 


mighty Creator, our continual Preſerver, and our equi- 


table Judge; WEO has farther ſhewn himſelf, by many 
infallible provfs, to be alſo our gracious Redeemer. It is 


then the voice of common Senſe as. well as Reli- 
gion, to all who are capable of liſtening to either, that 
we ſhould make that choice, and purſue that conduct, 
which is moſt adapted to our ſituation, and we can 
beſt juſtify to ourſelves. A reverential awe of God 
ſhould be uppermoſt in our minds; for to him our 


relation is moſt intimate; and we ſhall-violate- no other 


duty, if we are ſteadily attentive to that. To him 
we are ultimately accountable for our behaviour; and 
he will aſſiſt our ſincere endeavours to do our duty, 
ſupply our real deficiencies, and forgive our pardon- 
able infirmities. 


Wx are called then to no romantic heights of ima 


-ginary, unattainable perfection. It is only recommend- 


ed to our conſideration, whether it be not reaſonable 


to beſtow ſome thought, ſome attention upon theſe 


great concerns, when ſo much is beſtowed without 


ſcruple, upon the ſuperfluous accommodations of this 


_ tranſitory. 
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dity, imbittered with no unneceſſary anin 


11 1 
trenſrtory ſcene. We may ſoon be convinced, that 
profligate principles, abandoned morals, violated faith, 
ruined health, and ſquandered fortunes, can neither be 
private nor public bleſſings; and if this conviction 
ſhould gradually be ſo ſtrengthened as to. produce in 
their ſtead rational piety, unſhaken integrity, unſullicd 
honour, prudent economy, and virtuous ſelf-govern- 
ment, would the intereſts of ſociety ſuffer, or:its,inter- 
nal welfare be neglected? Nor would its reſqurees 
againſt foreign dangers be at all impaired. The-earth, 


indeed, would not be deluged with blood uponc trivial 


1 


occaſions. The glory of princes, and the honour of na- 
tions would not be thought ſufficient cauſes: for havock 
and devaſtation. 'N one but unavoidable wars would-be 
undertaken, and theſe be conducted with calm intrepi- 
, and 
terminated upon equitable conditions. The Fear of God 


then, ifince theſe are its genuine fruits, ſince it. is in- 
compatible with aby other fear, and the ſource of man- 
1y, determined. courage, 1s not an abject, monaſtic 
quality, fitted only for othe ©: cloiſter .or - the aloſet; 
but may be ſafely encouraged, and implicitly truſt- 
ed for the regulation of active and public life. 


To 


5 1 
| 'f'o honour tbe * or, in the more general language 
of Saint Paul, be higher powers in every community, is 
the other duty preſcribed in the text ; which, though it 
has been ſtrained to a height too Juſtly wrongs of, is 
yet both reaſonable and eee 


yr were, bt, FOR by Nature, that is, 
by the God of Nature, to be ſocial beings. The gradual 
multiplication of the ſpecies was attended, immediately, 
with the formation of families, and, remotely, of 
larger ſocieties. The relations, not only of huſbands 
and wives, of parents and children, but of maſters alfo 
and ſervants, of governors and governed, have followed 
univerſally and neceſſarily. The connections, both of 
civil and domeſtic life, derive then their origin from 
the ill or God: in this reſpect they ſtand preciſely 
upon the ſame foundation; and the duties ariſing from 
them are equally pointed out by the dictates of common 
Senſe, and the clear voice of Reaſon. | 
Bur the apoſtles of Chriſt have ſuperadded the di- 
rections and the ſanctions of revelation. Their lan- 
guage is, Wives, bmi yourſolves unto your own HA 
bands, 
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Hande, as unto. be Lord. (Eph. v. 22.) CHILDREN, 
.obey your Parents in the Lord, for. this i is right, (Eph. vi.1 . 


SER VAN Ts, be obedient to. them that are your maſters — 


as unto Chriji—with good. will doing ſervice, as unto the 
Lord, and not to men. (Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7. * Submit ' your - 
ſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's Jake, 
whether it be to the KING, as ſupreme, or unto Gove R- 
'NORS, ag unto them that are Jent by bim—: or 2 15 ble 
e e Pet. ii. 1 3, 14. 15. . 2 


. 3 Sp * 


Ix all theſe en aol in more that mich. 14 


cited to the ſame purpoſe, che richts of huſbands, of 
parents, and of maſters, are enforced by the. fame 
divine ſanctions with thoſe of ſovereigns. They are 
all equally referred to the Will of God ; and we are 
told, that what is done from a regard to theſe rights, 
God. will reward as if done e to himſelf, 


Now, to ſay nothing of the athar * the ſtate of 
the ſervants mentioned by the Apoſtles, was that of 


domeſtic ſervitude for life; the | moſt complete .and 
abſolute ſpecies of what we call ſlavery. It has not, 
however, . been the practice to infer from hence, that 


3 domeſtic 


[7] 
domeſtic ſlavery is enjoined by God, or that it is pre- 
ferred by him to any other form of ceconomics : on the 
contrary, wherever ſlavery, whether domeſtic or præ- 
dial, has been aboliſhed or mitigated, it is to Chriſti- 
anity and its miniſters that ſo ſalutary an effect is to 
be uniformly attributed. Let it not then be ſuppoſed, 
that true religion has any tendency to increaſe the 
number of ſlaves or tyrants; and to enable the leaſt, 
and too often the wickedeſt, part of mankind to oppreſs 
and prey upon the largeſt and the beſt, 


Tux truth is, that a religion of virtue and moral rec- 
titude is far from debaſing the nature of man. On the 
contrary, it inſpires that magnanimity and generous 
independence, which has all the good qualities of the 
prouder virtues of the ancient philoſophers and heroes, 
only more corrected and refined by mercy and humanity. 


THe exhortations that are given to ſervants, to be 
dutiful and obedient, give, therefore, no right to maſ- 
ters to be brutal and inhuman. Nor does it follow, 
that becauſe ſome of the Chriſtians in Afa were in 
domeſtic ſervitude for life, therefore, a ſervant, hired. 

| C | only 


Fr 
only for a limited time and upon a ſpecial and expreſs 
compact, ought to be exactly in the fame ſtate with 
thoſe to whom St. Peter and St. Paul wrote. 
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Tux obſervation is applicable to all the other rela- 
tions which have been mentioned. And in reality we 
find, that the apoſtles did not deſign to make any alter- 
ations in political or perſonal rights, or to change, in 
any degree, the cuſtomary ſtate of men in civil ſociety. 
Above all, they did not mean to make the condition 
of their converts more abject than it was before. The 
duties of Hus BANDS, of PARENTS, and of MASTERS, 
are equally inculcated with thoſe of wives, of cHII- 
' DREN, and of SERVANTS. (Eph. v. 25. 28, 29. Eph. 
vi. 4. Eph. vi. 9. 1 Pet. i. 3. 7.) We know then, 
with certainty, that the apoſtles did not intend to eſta- 
bliſh any arbitrary and tyrannical notions, with regard 
to domeſtic government: and it would be perverſe to 
ſoſpect them of any ſuch deſign with regard to civil 

government, | 55 
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Ir is true, they are ſilent with reſpect to the duty of 
SOVEREIGNS ; except that it is -urged as a reaſon for 


ſubmiſſion, 


*} 

© 
. 
= 
A 
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ſubmiſſion; that Rulers are not a terror to gooq works; 
but to the evil, (Rom. xiii. 3.) The reaſon is, that they 
meddled only with individuals, not with political bo- 
dies. Our Saviour had declared that bis kingdom was 
not of this world ; and his apoſtles, leaving the kingdoms 


of this world to themſelves, addreſſed their precepts only 
to thoſe who profeſſed themſelves the diſciples and fol- 


lowers of Chriſt; none of whom at that time appear 


to have been princes. 


We ſee then, that divine right is not confined to 
civil government, much leſs to any particular form of 
it. It is extended equally to domeſtic ceconomy ; and 
in that, not only to the natural relations of marriage 
and blood, but alſo to the artificial connexion of 
MASTER and SERVANT, as well as of PRINCE and: 


PEOPLE. 


IT is indiſputably true, that governments, reaſona- 
bly and juſtly adminiſtered, eſpecially under fixed and. 
equal laws, do really derive their origin from the will 
af God: but the divine right, with which they are 
inveſted, is far from involving the abſurd conſequences. 
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which too many have deduced from it. It implies no 
reſtraint upon ſubjects from endeavouring, by all pru- 
dent and juſtifiable means, by all remedies which are 
not worſe than the diſeaſe, to recover their liberty, if 
toft or impaired ; or to improve and extend it, if poſ- 


feſſed imperfectly and precariouſly. It implies no right 


in governors to commit injuſtice or wickedneſs of any 
kind. It gives them no commiſſion to lay waſte the 
earth with wilful miſchief, to trample upon the rea- 
ſonable privileges of human nature, or to arrogate to 
themſelves that implicit ſubmiſſion, which is due only 

to the unerring wiſdom, the impartial Juſtice, and the 
i goodneſs of God. 


Bur neither, on the other hand, are ſubjects war- 
ranted in ſetting themſelves in array againſt govern- 
ment, though it ſhould not in every thing come up to 
their ideas of perfection. Being adminiſtered by moral 
agency, it muſt neceſſarily partake of the nature of 
moral agents, from whom we expect not abſolute per- 
fection, though we entertain no doubt of their being 
created and ordained of God. The exiſtence of even 
n. evil does not weaken this concluſion: for the 


I world 


{ ut 1 


world abounds with evil (at leaſt, according to our ap- 
prehenſions of it) both natural and moral. The world, 
however, is ſtill acknowledged to have been made by 
God: and the acknowledgment ſhould of courſe be ex- 
tended from the natural order of things, to the politi- 
cal adminiſtration of governments. The latter cannot 
be expected to be entirely free from evil; nor ſhould 
the behaviour of their ſubjects be ſuch, as can fcarce be 
juſtified even by that abſurd ſuppoſition. For what rea- 
ſonable apology can be made for the conduct of thoſe 
who are buſy to invent imaginary, and to inflame real 
grievances: who would make their governors reſpon- 
ſible for difficulties, which ariſe from unavoidable acci- 
| dents, or have perhaps been occafioned by their own 
ſelfiſh projects: who can revile their ſuperiors without 
truth, and without probability : who can exert their 
utmoſt efforts to deſtroy the juſt balance of a well-poiſed 
conſtitution, by throwing an undue weight into the de- 
mocratical ſcale : who ſcruple not to ſet in motion that 
unwieldy and dangerous machine, an enraged rabble, 
and precipitate it upon an adverſe party, at the hazard 
of its falling upon legal authority and juft government, 
in whatever hands they are lodged? This is diſſolving 

| the 
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22] 
the very bonds of ſociety, to introduce 'confufion, and 
every evil work it is loſing ſight of the very end of 
our coming together in civil communities; which, to 
uſe the Apoſtle's words, could be no other, than that 


we may lead a quiet and peaceable li Ye in all g's and 


boneſty. . 5 | * 55 


 Urox the whole, the inhabitants of the earth are the 
creatures of God, who ſuperintends their conduct, and 
wills their happineſs : all the relations, whether imme- 
diate or remote, which are. neceſſary to their preſerva- 
tion, or conducive. to their welfare, are, in effect, of 
his appointment ; and. the duties reſulting from Shaw; 
are enforced by his ſanctions. Sovereigns then have a 
divine right to obedience ;. and ſubjects have the ſame: 
right to protection. The remedies which are to be ap- 
plied in this world, when theſe rights are deliberately 
violated on either ſide, muſt be left to the laws of every 
community, or to the urgent neceſſity of the caſe, but 
are not the proper ſubject of any religious precept. It 
ſbould only be obſerved, that no ſuch evils could exiſt, 
nor any ſuch remedies be wanted, if the fear of G 
were adopted as the ruling principle of action: for then, 

the 


t 89 1 


the performance of every duty, both ſocial and perſonal, 
would be effectually ſecured. 


IT is to impreſs our minds with theſe ſalutary truths, 
to rouſe our dormant ſenſe of religion, that this national 
ſolemnity is appointed. Invectives on our enemies, or 
panegyrics on ourſelves, are not its proper employment. 
We appear in the more immediate preſence of Al- 
mighty God, to compoſe our angry paſſions, not to in- 
flame them; to moderate our ſelf-partiality, not to 
dwell on our real or imaginary virtues, Such a frame 
of mind would ill become the condition of petitioners 
for pardon and mercy ; nor would it indicate any ſe- 
rious purpoſes of amendment. Our preſent duty, and 
the reward we may expect from it, are pointed out in a 
different ſtrain by St. Peter; humble yourſelves under the 


mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. 
(1 Pet. v. 6.) 
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